
NATO Parliamentary Assem-
bly. The Vilnius meeting is 
expected to highlight the readi-
ness of the Baltic countries to 
join.  
Other topics included a discus-
sion of Congressional funding 
of programs that are of interest 
to the Baltics and the work of 
the Helsinki Commission. The 
conference participants indi-
cated their readiness to press 
the Administration to actively 
support Baltic membership in 
NATO and to encourage a 
large Congressional turn-out at 
the Vilnius NATO Parliamen-
tary Assembly session. The 
briefing was followed up with 
numerous constituent visits to 
Senators and Representatives. 
That afternoon, over 70 
JBANC conference partici-
pants attended a briefing at the 
State Department on United 

JBANC’s Fourth Conference: An Overview 
 
By Algirdas Rimas 

JBANC Chronicle 
An Overview of Baltic Events With a Washington Perspective 

JBANC held its fourth bian-
nual conference March 8-10 in 
Washington, D.C. and its sub-
urbs. This year’s theme was, 
"Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania: 
The Next Ten Years". Over 
200 persons from the United 
States and Europe attended the 
three-day event. 
On the first day, at the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 
speakers chosen by the Embas-
sies of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania presented to an in-
vited business audience a pro-
gram on the business environ-
ment and prospects in the three 
Baltic countries. The U.S. 
Commerce Department, which 
sponsored this session, the Bal-
tic American Enterprise Fund, 
the Export Import Bank, the 
Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation and other public 
agencies also, talked about 
their respective services avail-
able in the Baltics. Judging 
from the slide presentations 
and discussions, Estonia, Lat-
via and Lithuania offer some 
excellent opportunities for in-
vestment and trade.  
On Friday, March 9, JBANC 
hosted a working brunch at the 
Capitol. Senate staffers Sue 
Hardesty, Mike Russell, and 
Ian Brzezinski (respectively 
with the offices of Senator 
Durbin (D-IL), Senator Camp-
bell (R-CO), and the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee), 
spoke about the issue of 

NATO enlargement 
and prospects of Bal-
tic membership. 
They reminded the 
audience of Senator 
Helms’ (R-NC) sup-
port for Baltic mem-
bership and of the 
recently held Foreign 
Relations Committee 
hearings on NATO, 
chaired by Senator 
Gordon Smith (R-
OR). At the hearings, 
former NATO com-
mander Wesley 
Clark, former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Dr. Ron Asmus and Dr. Jef-
frey Gedmin, resident 
scholar at the American En-
terprise Institute, testified in 
favor of NATO enlargement 
to include all qualified appli-
cants.  
The staffers described how 
and when decisions would 
be made regarding NATO 
enlargement. If the United 
States were to exercise a 
leadership role in forging an 
Alliance consensus on ad-
mitting new members at the 
next NATO Summit in 
2002, the Administration 
would be expected to clarify 
its position by the early sum-
mer of this year. A large 
Congressional delegation is 
scheduled to travel to Vil-
nius at the end of May to 
participate in a session of the 
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of the Baltic countries in the United States.  
The fifth and last panel concerned issues of 
defense cooperation. Maj. Gen. Kievenaar, 
U.S. Army (ret.) spoke about the necessity 
for the Baltic countries to develop adequate 
strategic plans and viable defense budgets. 
He pointed out that the NATO doctrine 
requires its members to be able to assem-
ble, transport and sustain their forces at a 
location designated by NATO. The Baltic 
militaries therefore must be able to project 

their forces for future peace-
keeping or other activities 
outside their borders. He also 
showed how the location of 
the Baltics, in strategic terms, 
is similar to that of Norway, 
and just as defensible.  
Col. Janusz Bojarski, the Pol-
ish military attaché in Wash-

ington, discussed the several programs of 
the Polish government for cooperating with 
its NATO allies and the Baltic militaries. 
Col. Grant Hayden, of the Maryland Na-
tional Guard, described the partnership 
program between the Maryland Guard and 
the Estonian armed forces. He indicated 
how the program went beyond military 
cooperation into areas of educational and 
even commercial development.  
Ms. Lisa Bronson, Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense for European and NATO 
Affairs, was the guest of honor at the con-
ference luncheon. She talked about require-
ments for NATO membership, saying that 
each of the aspirant countries would be 
judged on their particular merits. In gen-
eral, each would have to be a working de-
mocracy, have a free market system, and 
be governed by the rule of law. It is also 
critically important that an aspirant reaches 
the level of military preparedness required 
by NATO and shares the burdens required 
of NATO members.  
"An enlargement without the Baltic dimen-
sion would be perceived by Moscow as a 
signal that their "red lines" are accepted by 
NATO and could thus be a source of insta-
bility for the whole region", said Juri Luik, 
Minister of Defense of Estonia and the 
keynote speaker of the conference. He 
noted that the Baltic countries are defend-
able and described the efforts being made 
by the Estonian defense forces to create a 
broad-based program for the defense of its 
homeland. Speaking at the conference gala 
dinner, Minister Luik concluded that the 

States policy regarding the three Baltic 
countries. Cameron Munter, Director for 
Central and East Europe at the National 
Security Council, conducted the session. 
The conference concluded with a daylong 
seminar on March 10 at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Crystal City, VA. Vygaudas 
Usackas, Lithuania’s newly appointed Am-
bassador to the United States made his first 
public presentation since his arrival in 
Washington. He spoke on a panel together 
with his colleagues, Sven Jurgenson, Am-
bassador of Estonia and Aivis Ronis, Am-
bassador of Latvia. Each of the Ambassa-
dors stressed the importance of NATO 
enlargement to their countries.  
Another panel examined issues of regional 
cooperation. Alvydas Medalinskas, Chair-
man of the Foreign Relations Committee of 
Lithuania’s Parliament (Seimas) discussed 
the mutual goals of the Baltic countries and 
described the various regional projects 
aimed to fulfill these goals. Martin Butora, 
Ambassador of Slovakia, talked about Cen-
tral and East European integration, and the 
lessons of the Visegrad process. Conrad 
Trible, Coordinator of the Northern Europe 
Initiative (NEI) program at the Department 
of State, spoke of the contributions of NEI 
in bringing about a more stable, secure and 
prosperous Northern Europe and encourag-
ing Russian cooperation in this undertak-
ing. Jens Eikaas, Minister of the Embassy 
of Norway, gave a brief historical overview 
of Baltic-Nordic cooperation, from the 
Hanseatic League to the Nordic Council. 
He said that Norway supports Baltic efforts 
to join NATO and that the eventual exten-
sion of the European Union into Poland 
and the Baltics will shift the EU’s center of 
gravity into Northern Europe.  
Keith Smith, former U.S. Ambassador in 
Lithuania, led off the third panel entitled 
security and stability 
within a NATO frame-
work. He noted the in-
creased hardening of Rus-
sian policy toward the 
Baltics, Russia’s resis-
tance to Baltic member-
ship in NATO and the 
weak support for Baltic 
entry among large west-
ern European countries. 
Despite this, Ambassador Smith concluded 
that Russia could not derail NATO 
enlargement to the Baltics and counseled 

confidence-building measures to allay sus-
picions. Bruce Jackson, a leading advocate 
for enlargement on the U.S. Committee on 
NATO, gave a dazzling slide presentation 
on the strategic implications of enlarge-
ment.  
Dr.Ron Asmus, who has been with the 
Council on Foreign Relations since leaving 
the State Department, pointed out that 
since regaining their independence, the 
Baltics had undergone a successful trans-
formation and the question is 
not whether they will get into 
NATO but when. Their admis-
sion into NATO is inevitable. 
They qualify on moral, politi-
cal and strategic grounds. The 
United States would already 
defend the Baltic countries 
from aggression if that were to 
occur. He thought that Russian objections 
to Baltic NATO membership would be 
lifted once new facts are created on the 
ground, reminding that the first round of 
enlargement had not produced any dire 
consequences. 
Mr. Maris Rikstins, Latvia’s Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, concluded the 
panel with remarks. Mr. Rikstins reviewed 
cooperation among the three Baltic coun-
tries and dwelt on the need to include the 
Baltic countries in NATO.  
A fourth panel, on the media, stunned the 
audience with news by Paul Goble of Ra-
dio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, that the 
Russian Duma had appropriated $50 mil-
lion for a propaganda campaign in the U.S. 
aimed in part to discourage the enlarge-
ment of NATO. According to Goble, part 
of this funding will be aimed specifically to 
blacken the reputation of the Baltic coun-
tries both in the United States and in 
Europe. Russian policy also seeks to rede-

fine the nature of the Alliance 
so as to devalue membership. 
Helle Bering, Editorial Page 
Editor of the Washington 
Times, confirmed that the Bal-
tics might expect to see more 
hostile press reports emanating 
from Russia and that the only 
way to deal with them is to re-
spond with truthful in-depth 
explanations. Gintas Alksninis, 

Washington correspondent for the Lithua-
nian daily, Lietuvos Rytas, wound up the 
panel with anecdotes about popular images 
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Janis Kukains introducing Baltic 
Ambasadors: Sven Jurgenson  (seated 

2nd from left) Avis Ronis and 
Vygaudas Usackas 
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rangements for the conference. All speak-
ers were awarded a specially designed 

JBANC coffee mug bear-
ing an inscription to ex-
pand NATO to Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania.  
According to JBANC’s 
practice of rotating leader-
ship positions among its 
three member organiza-
tions, Mr. Kuprys took 
over as JBANC president 
following the conference. 
 

Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania must be admitted into NATO.  
The conference also presented an occasion 
for discussions among leaders of Baltic-
American organizations. All support the 
enlargement of NATO in 2002 to extend to 
all qualified applicants, including the three 
Baltic countries.  
The conference program was conducted by 
the then president of JBANC, Janis Ku-
kainis, president of the American Latvian 
Association (ALA) and assisted by Mati 
Koiva, President of the Estonia American 
National Council, Inc., Saulius Kuprys, 

President of the Lithuanian American 
Council, Inc., and the JBANC Chairman, 
Janis Bolsteins. Other 
JBANC Board members 
served as panel modera-
tors.  
JBANC’s Managing Di-
rector, Karl Altau, his pro-
gram assistant, Simonas 
Girdzijauskas and the 
manager of the web site,
expandnato.org, Rojs 
Dauburs, made the neces-
sary administrative ar-

working democracies where 
peaceful changes of government 
through free and fair elections are 
routine. Their free market econo-
mies are developing and despite 
growing pains, they are flourish-
ing. The Baltic countries are law- 
abiding and human rights there are 
respected. There is ample room for 
further improvement, but it should 
not detract from the progress al-
ready made. Americans of Esto-
nian, Latvian and Lithuanian de-
scent have contributed millions to 
achieve this progress.  
The United States has been a ma-
jor contributor to the constructive 
development of the Baltic Repub-
lics. Initiatives like the United 
States Charter of Partnership with 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the 
Northern Europe Initiative, and 
projects such as the Baltic Ameri-
can Enterprise Fund and the Baltic 
American Partnership Fund have 
been landmarks in the excellent 
relations between the United States    
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April 26,2001 will mark the forti-
eth anniversary of the founding of 
JBANC. The year when JBANC 
was born, 1961 belongs to a long-
gone, but hardly for-
gotten era of the Cold 
War. Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania, vic-
tims of the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact and 
Yalta, were occupied 
then by the Soviet 
Union. To more de-
tached observers of 
the time, the Soviet 
empire looked unshakable. The 
United States, to its great credit, 
never recognized the forcible an-
nexation of the Baltic countries. 
By taking its principled stand, the 
United States gave hope to the 
Baltic peoples that one day, their 
freedom and liberty would be re-
stored.  
Americans of Baltic heritage never 
gave up hope for the liberation of 
our ancestral lands. In 1961 some 
of our leading organizations, the 
Estonian American National 

Council, Inc., the American Lat-
vian Association, Inc., and the 
Lithuanian American Council, 
Inc., joined forces in JBANC to 

press more vocally for 
the restoration of Baltic 
independence. The 
cause was just but the 
odds of victory ap-
peared remote.  
The steadfast quest for 
the restoration of Baltic 
sovereignty was ful-
filled with the collapse 
of the Soviet empire in 

the tumultuous last decade of the 
20th century. JBANC and the mil-
lion Americans of Baltic descent, 
having contributed to the regaining 
of Baltic independence, continued 
to be engaged in consolidating the 
future viability of their ancestral 
lands. Their transition from being 
socialist dependencies to becom-
ing full fledged democracies with 
free market economies and gov-
erned under the rule of law was 
difficult but successful.  
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are 

Lunch keynote speaker: Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defence 

Ms. Lisa Bronson 
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would bolster current stability in Northern 
Europe, it would prevent the 
emergence of a "gray zone" in 
the Baltic region, thus pre-
empting a possible cause for 
future friction between Russia 
and the West and guarding 
against possible regional in-
stability. Condoleezza Rice 
has pointed out in her article 
in the Chicago Tribune on 
December 29, 2000 that if the 
small new states around Rus-
sia can become stronger, they 
will be less tempting to Rus-
sia. I cannot agree more with 
this analysis. 

 
As Ron Asmus so eloquently pointed out 
today, the United States President could 
hardly afford to ignore a conflict in the 
Baltics. NATO membership to the Baltic 
States would be the best option to make 
sure that this kind of involvement, if need 
arises, will be collective and well prepared. 
Furthermore, it is my perception that Baltic 
membership would ensure that such an in-
volvement would never be actually needed. 
<…> 
Baltic membership would […] signifi-
cantly enhance NATO's future strategic 
and operational air defense, air surveillance 
and monitoring capabilities. 
 
Membership would increase flexibility in 
implementing non-traditional military mis-
sions: NATO does not only need large 
states, but also small countries to ensure 
regional stability. In a crisis, various his-
torical ties with peacekeeping nations, as 
well as ethnical and religious factors gain 
significance and small nations tend to be 
less "loaded" in this respect. 
<…> 
We are working to create military capabili-
ties that would add real value to the Alli-
ance's future. The Baltic states are already 
participating on an equal footing with the 

 
First of all, I would like to thank the Joint 
Baltic American National Committee for 
inviting me to speak here today. JBANC 
has for forty years played an enormous role 
in keeping the voice of freedom of Estoni-
ans, Latvians and Lithuanians loud and 
clear. You did it so when your homelands 
were occupied and for the past ten years 
you have also helped to promote the for-
eign policy goals of independent Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania in the United States. 
And believe me, you have done an excel-
lent job on this. 
<…> 
It is time to concentrate our efforts to make 
sure that the Baltic States will be invited to 
join the Alliance. 
It is clear that the Baltic States have the 
right to join the Alliance: 
 
OSCE principle endorsed by the Helsinki 
Final Act determines the right of every 
state to freely choose its security arrange-
ments. This principle has been recognized 
and officially accepted by all the OSCE 
member states, including Russia. 
 
NATO-Russia Founding Act on Mutual 
Relations, Cooperation and Security of 
1997 also states that every country has an 
"inherent right to choose the means to en-
sure their own security". NATO has de-
clared that geography and history are not 
determining factors in deciding member-
ship, reconfirmed at the two last NATO 
Summits in Madrid 1997 and Washington 
1999. 
 
The US-Baltic Charter 
signed in 1998 declares 
that "The USA has a 
real, profound and en-
during interest in the 
independence, sover-
eignty, and territorial 
integrity and security of 
Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania" and "The United States of 
America welcomes the aspira-
tions and supports the efforts 
of Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania to join NATO". 
 
The membership of the Baltic 
States would affirm the credi-
bility of NATO's statement 
that Russia does not have a 
veto on enlargement deci-
sions. It would lend substance 
to the principle that perform-
ance will be rewarded, not 
ignored, enhancing thus 
NATO's credibility. It would 
support the continuing suc-
cessful reform effort of the Baltic countries 
in the economic, political and military 
spheres. 
 
I would like to quote the Secretary of State 
at his confirmation hearing in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee on January 
17th: "the value of NATO can be seen by 
the fact that ten years after the Cold War, 
nations are still seeking to join the Alliance 
and not to leave the Alliance. The Alliance 
is as relevant for the future as it was in the 
past. It did not threaten Russia in the past 
and will not in the future". 
 
First, and foremost - it is important finally 
to conclude the idea of "Europe whole and 
free". We want to join NATO because our 
membership would right old wrongs, be-
cause acts of totalitarian dictators in the 

20th century should not 
determine policy in the 
21st century. We believe 
that our membership 
would signal that the cen-
tury-long quest of these 
European countries for 
stability and security has 
come to an end. 
 
NATO membership 

Remarks by Mr. Juri Luik,  
Minister of Defense of the Republic of Estonia, 
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Mr. Luik during the dinner keynote 
address at JBANC ’s 2001 
Conference, March 10th 

(From left:) Darius Furmonavicius, Henry Gaidis,
Pranas Ciziunas, Lina and Arunas Salanauskai, 
Pavel Nogid (head down), Nerijus Smerauskas  
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 Ambassador of the Republic of Lithuania to the United States of America 
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signal that their "red lines" are accepted 
by NATO and could thus be a source of 
instability for the whole region. 
 

<…> 
I hope that everybody will have 
enough focus and determination to 
carry this policy through and take 
the Baltic States into the Alliance. 
Then we can all say, and let me 
paraphrase Winston Churchill: 
"even if NATO lasts for a thou-
sand years, let everybody say that 
this was one of their finest mo-
ments". 
 
Thank you 

NATO troops in Kosovo and Bosnia, our 
interoperable units are ready to partici-
pate also in future missions. 
<…> 
Membership would signal NATO's rejec-
tion of Cold War era spheres of influence 
that Russia still seems to adhere to. 
 
Through Baltic membership the Alliance 
would make clear to Russia that expan-
sion of its sphere of influence is not an 
option. Clarity on the Baltic integration 
with the West is a precondition for the 
overall normalization of the Baltic-
Russian relations. It would also settle an 
ongoing domestic debate within Russia by 
giving Russia one issue less to worry 

about. 
<…> 
An enlargement without the Baltic dimen-
sion would be perceived by Moscow as a 

community, NATO 
and the European 
Union on the one 
hand and buttressing 
relations with our 
neighbors, including 
Russia, on the other. 
We will look to the 
U.S. Government to 
provide the leader-
ship to fulfill this 
historic opportunity. 
<….> I am happy to 

report on some of the many positive devel-
opments at home: 

Strong economic outlook. We 
have created conditions for improved eco-
nomic growth in 2001 and onwards. 
Lithuania's strict fiscal policy and struc-
tural reforms carried out by the govern-
ment brought significant results in 2000. 
Inflation remained low, if not the lowest, in 
the whole region, financial markets were 
stable, the current account deficit dropped, 
the export increased almost by 30 per cent 
and the economy was put back on a steady 
growth. <…. > 
 

Readiness to join NATO. Lithua-
nia continues to develop its armed forces 
based on Western model that insures an 
independent functioning of the forces as 

<…> We [three Baltic Ambassa-
dors] trust and respect each other and share 
a common vision about the most important 
foreign policy priority we will all be work-
ing on for the next two years - invitations 
to join NATO at the Prague Summit in 
2002. I expect a new level of cooperation 
and coordination between the three of us 
and challenge all of the groups represented 
in this audience to do the same. <…> 

Let me commend all of you for 
the work you did during last year' s Presi-
dential campaign to move this agenda 
ahead. In part, because of 
your involvement, both the 
Democratic and Republi-
can platforms contained 
language about the impor-
tance of NATO enlarge-
ment and "the open door policy". The can-
didates made even stronger statements dur-
ing the campaign because of the impor-
tance of the domestic constituency groups 
each of you represents. 
My message to you and your members of 
numerous organizations of Lithuanians, 
Latvians and Estonians in the US today is 
that this campaign must continue. We hope 
that you shall continue actively engage 
your Governors, Mayors, Senators and 
Congressman. You need to project a strong 
unified voice. You need to help shape pub-

lic opinion and to give 
credit to those elected 
officials making public 
statements supportive of 
Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania being invited 
to join NATO in Prague 
in 2002. As you support 
our efforts to join 
NATO, it is very impor-
tant that the new Ad-
ministration and elected 
public officials hear 

from you that this is the primary 
issue in your communities. You 
all need to work more closely 
together, to coordinate your ac-
tivities, to share information. 
This is not an issue about one 

individual country. And this is not just 
about the Baltics. This is about a broader 
vision of Europe, about where we are go-
ing as we reshape the contours of a Europe 
whole and free. 

This is why the process 
that began in Vilnius last May with all of 
the countries aspiring to NATO member-
ship working together in an unprecedented 
way is so important. This is an "historic 
chance" to create a Europe whole and free 
through integration of our countries into 
the central structures of the Euro-Atlantic 

It was the first public 
address made by H.E. 
Usackas  as appointed 
Ambassador of Lithuania. 

JBANC Board (Koiva, Girdzijauskas, Bolsteins, Ederma, Gaidis, 
Gramatins, Rimas, Kukainis, Altau, Kuprys - Lya Karm missing) 

Ambassador Vygaudas Usackas (right) 
addressing the audience during  JBANC’s   

2001 Conference 
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provides a challenge in transforming a po-
tential problem into universal opportunity. 
 

In conclusion, let me re-
emphasize how important it is that we take 
advantage of this window of opportunity 
by working together in an unprecedented 

way, by cooperating with 
each other and sharing 
information in a way 
never done before. I am 
sure that my colleagues 
Aivis, Sven and myself 
will lead by example. We 
look forward to your help 
in helping us achieve our 
future. 
  

well as a possibility to integrate them into 
NATO. This process is backed by neces-
sary resources - while last year we spent 
1.79 per cent of GDP for defense needs, 
this year defense expenditures will be in-
creased to 1.95 per cent, and in 2002 it will 
reach 2 per cent of GDP. Lithuania is also 
active in peacekeeping operations in Bal-
kans. As noted by the latest reports from 
Kosovo, together with Americans, Poles, 
and Ukrainians, Lithuanian peacekeepers 
have been engaged in practical situations 
when there was a need to stop ethnic clean-
sing and promote peace in the region. Our 
current engagement with NATO and future 
plans supported with necessary funding 
demonstrate that NATO may count on 
Lithuania's contribution to the collective 

defense of the Alliance commensurate to 
the level of contribution of similar current 
NATO member-countries. 

Policy of regional cooperation. 
Finally, our immediate strength lies within 
our ability to project confidence and stabil-
ity across the Baltic Sea region. Lithuania's 
experience of good 
relations in theory and 
practice with Russia, 
particularly Kalinin-
grad region, will en-
rich the Alliance's re-
lationship with Russia. 
From Lithuania's per-
spective, the Kalinin-
grad enclave of the 
Russian Federation 
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CSIS/SIIA Conference “ Enlargement – a Priority for the European Union”  

Washington, D.C., March 7, 2001  

dency that has defined enlargement as one 

of its clear priorities and has provided fur-

ther momentum for the efforts of candidate 

countries.  It is equally important that this 

process remains transparent and the princi-

ple of differentiation and individual treat-

ment of candidates is observed. At the 

same time, any pre-commitments, grouping 

or singling out of candidates at this stage 

may harm the quality and effectiveness of 

this process. In This respect I should note 

that Latvia has been trying to make maxi-

mum use of the “catch-up facility” in order 

to bridge the gap that initially separated it 

from the first group of candidates and will 

be internally ready for the accession by the 

end of 2002 as one of the first in the Cen-

tral and Eastern Europe. 17 negotiating 

chapters out of 29 are currently opened for 

Latvia. During the upcoming months of the 

Swedish Presidency, we look forward to 

opening all of the remaining chapters, in-

cluding the ones on Agriculture and Re-

gional policy, which may become the real 

The time when assertion of statehood was 

perceived as the sole reason for member-

ship aspirations of new 

European democracies has 

passed. In the year 2001 

the countries of the Cen-

tral and Eastern Europe 

have raised their level of self-confidence 

and, in most cases, graduated the level of 

“new” to become mature or at least rapidly 

maturing democracies. For Latvia, mem-

bership has become a clear issue of na-

tional interest that has its political, eco-

nomic, security, social and cultural dimen-

sions. It is also Latvia’s vital interest that 

the process of completing Europe whole 

and free is a success and results in a closely 

integrated and effective European Union 

supported by a strong transatlantic link 

through a further enlarged NATO. Over the 

past years there have been all signs that a 

similar reassessment has happened in our 

EU and NATO partner countries and that 

enlargement is dictated by both - ideals, 

moral values and real interests that arise 

from consolidating the area of 

stability, security and prosperity 

in Europe.  

Today’s discussion falls into an 

important period for the enlargement of the 

EU. Although, the issue of further institu-

tional reforms is yet to be solved and some 

have pointed to a certain ambivalence of 

the results of the EU Council meeting in 

Nice last December, it fulfilled a major 

task of confirming the reality of enlarge-

ment.  Provided there exists strong com-

mitment and leadership, there is a real op-

portunity for speeding up and deepening 

the negotiation process with all qualified 

candidate countries that would allow acces-

sion of first new members in 2004. Encour-

agement, incentive and realistic perspective 

for everyone are the components that 

should see to its success. In this respect I 

would like to commend the Swedish Presi-
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Ambassador Ucaskas during the meeting 
with Baltic Americans at Lithuanian 

Embassy, 

Mr. Riekstins spoke in  the 

panel  “Prospects and Limits 

of the EU Enlargement”  



g_^k`∞ë=iÉííÉê = íç=pÉåK=dçêÇçå=pãáíÜ  

should first of all be a conscious choice of 

each country concerned. Enlargement 

would not create dividing lines but rather 

the delay of it could send a wrong signal to 

the undecided ones. Adoption of new 

members should be message of hope and 

prospects to those supporting the European 

values in principle while whose develop-

ment over the years for various internal and 

external reasons has been marked by vari-

ous ups and downs.  We believe that the 

EU should continue to serve as a projector 

of stability and values as should the pro-

spective members. Over several years we 

have been pursuing active political contacts 

and conducting exchanges with the coun-

tries of Southern Caucasus and the 
(Continued on page 17) 

determining factors for assessing the pro-

gress of each of 11 negotiating states.  

Our confidence is based on our progress 

over the passed years. Latvia has produced 

impressive economic and social reforms. 

We can be particularly proud of the results 

given the less advantageous point of depar-

ture compared to many other Central and 

Eastern European countries. Today, we 

target ourselves not just as ones aspiring to 

withstand the competitive pressures of 

joining the EU common market, but rather 

as a country with a real interest in compet-

ing there. Today, about 70 per cent of our 

foreign trade is EU related. Latvia has not 

only produced consistent economic growth 

and reorientation of its foreign trade pat-

terns, but has also embarked upon a major 

program of social integration, bringing to-

gether the diverse social and ethnic com-

munities on the basis of common European 

values and traditions.  

Although enlargement of the EU itself will 

set new institutional borders of the Union, 

the process of European integration need 

not be seen as something that has a pre-

defined final result as long as geographical 

borders are concerned. Countries further 

down the road of the European path have 

an opportunity benefit greatly from the ac-

cession efforts of the current candidates. 

European integration serves as encourage-

ment to pursue democratic development 

based of Western values, traditions and 

openness to increasing co-operation with 

Europe. To use or decline this opportunity 
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Oregon constituent Uldis Seja, a member of the 
ALA Board of Directors, meets with Rob Epplin 
of Sen. Gordon Smith's staff on March 15. 
Besides the JBANC letter of support, a coffee 
mug with the text: "Expand NATO - Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania" was presented to Senator 
Smith. The mug also commemorates the 40th 
anniversary of JBANC, celebrated this year. 
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Senate Baltic Freedom Caucus' Dear Colleague Letter    

 
March 20, 2001 
 
                                                                                            

                                 JOIN THE BALTIC FREEDOM CAUCUS! 
 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 

We are writing to invite you to join the Baltic Freedom Caucus. 
 

The Caucus exists to support Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia in their efforts to build strong democracies 
and continue to recover from 50 years of Soviet occupation, which ended just a little more than a decade ago.  
There are more than one million Americans of Lithuanian, Latvian, and Estonian descent who care deeply 
about the freedom and success of the Baltic countries and strong U.S.-Baltic relations.  The Caucus will con-
tinue to work closely with the Baltic-American groups across the country. 
 

In 1998, the Presidents of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia signed the Baltic Charter that defined the po-
litical, economic and security relations between the United States and the Baltic nations.  We will address a 
wide range of issues, including security concerns and the Baltic countries’ aspirations for NATO membership, 
economic reform, development assistance and trade. 
 

If you would like to become a member of the Baltic Freedom Caucus, please ask your staff to contact 
Sue Hardesty with Senator Durbin at x42152, or Ian Brzezinski with Senator Gordon Smith at the Senate For-
eign Relations Subcommittee on European Affairs  at x46451.  We look forward to working with you. 
 
                                                                      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard J. Durbin                                                                   Gordon Smith 
United States Senator                                                             United States Senator 
Co-Chair, Baltic Freedom Caucus                                         Co-Chair, Baltic Freedom Caucus 
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Senate Baltic Freedom Caucus 

                                                
                         
                         

 
Sen. Richard Durbin (D) 

332 Senate Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1304 
Phone: (202) 224-2152 
Fax: (202) 228-0400 

Email: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
                                                 
 

             
            Sen. Gordon Smith (R) 
404 Senate Russell Office Building.  
Washington, DC 20510-3704 
Phone: (202) 224-3753 
Fax: (202) 228-3997 

Email: oregon@smith.senate.gov 
 
 

                                                            
             
            Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D) 
706 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-0703 
Phone: (202) 224-4041 

Fax: (202) 224-9750 
Email: senator_lieberman@lieberman.senate.gov 
 

                                                
             Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D) 
331 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-0504 
Phone: (202) 224-3841 
Fax: (202) 228-3954 
Email: senator@feinstein.senate.gov 

 
 
 
                                                                         

Page 9 JBANC Chronicle 

                                                                         
                         
 

            
            Sen. Charles Grassley (R) 
S135 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1501 
Phone: (202) 224-3744 
Fax: (202) 224-6020 
Email: chuck_grassley@grassley.

senate.gov 
 

                                                
            Sen. George Voinovich (R)   
317 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-3353 
Fax: (202) 228-1382 
Email: senator_voinovich@voinovich.

senate.gov 
 
 

                                                                                 
 
         Sen. Peter Fitzgerald (R)  
555 Senate Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2854 
Fax: (202) 228-1372 

Email: senator_fitzgerald@fitzgerald.senate.gov 
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
                                                           *As of April 10, 2001  



HOUSE BALTIC CAUCUS   

                                          
• Rep. Edward Royce (R-California)  
• Rep. Joe Knollenberg (R-Michigan)  
• Rep. Bobby L. Rush (D-Illinois)  
• Rep. Michael McNulty (D-New York)  
• Rep. Martin Frost (D-Texas)  
• Rep. Bob Schaffer (R-Colorado)  
• Rep. Christopher Cox (R-California)  
• Rep. Christopher H. Smith (R-New Jersey)  
• Rep. Jerry Costello (D-Illinois)  
• Rep. William Lipinski (D-Illinois)  
• Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-Illinois)  
• Rep. Porter Goss (R-Florida)  
• Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas)  
• Rep. Sue Kelly (R-New York)  
• Rep. Frank Pallone (D-New Jersey)  
• Rep. Steven Rothman (D-New Jersey)  
• Rep. Vernon J. Ehlers (R-Michigan  
• Rep. Dave Camp (R-Michigan)  
• Rep. Fred Upton (R-Michigan)  
• Rep. James P. McGovern (D-Massachusetts)  
• Rep. Nick Smith (R-Michigan)  
• Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-New Jersey)  
• Rep. Tom Lantos (D-California)  
• Rep. James Barcia (D-Michigan)  
• Rep. Robert Menendez (D-New Jersey)  
•     Rep. Sander Levin (D- Michigan) 
•     Rep. Phil English (R-Pennsylvania) 
•     Rep. Curt Weldon (R-Pennsylvania) 
•     Rep. John Peterson (R-Pennsylvania) 
 
 
 
 

Page 10 JBANC Chronicle 

 
 
• Rep. Doug Bereuter (R-Nebraska)  
• Rep. Rod Blagojevich (D-Illinois)  
• Rep. Stephen Horn (R - California)  
• Rep. Bart Stupak (D-Michigan)  
• Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-California)  
• Rep. Gary Miller (R-California)  
• Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-New York)  
• Rep. Brian Bilbray (R-California)  
• Rep. Robert A. Borski (D-Pennsylvania)  
• Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California)  
• Rep. Ken Calvert (R-California)  
• Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-New York)  
• Rep. Peter King (R-New York)  
• Rep. Jim Kolbe (R-Arizona)  
• Rep. David Bonior (D-Michigan)  
• Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-California)  
• Rep. Henry Waxman (D-California)  
• Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney (D-New York)  
• Rep. Judy Biggert (R-Illinois)  
• Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-New York)  
• Rep. David Hobson (R-Ohio)  
• Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-New York)  
• Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio)  
• Rep. Peter Hoekstra (R-Michigan)  
• Rep. Joseph Pitts (R-Pennsylvania)  
• Rep. Van Hilleary (R- Tennessee)  

 
Hon. Member Rep. Gerald B.H. Solomon (R-New York) 

 
 
 

                                                       *As of April 10, 2001 

MEMBERS   

                                                   CO  -  CHAIRS   

 
Rep. John Shimkus (R-Illinois)                          Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) 



Chairman’s Corner by Algirdas Rimas 
accepted Membership Action Pro-
grams. The Baltic countries are al-
ready providing their fair share of 
assistance to NATO peacekeeping 

in the Balkans. 
NATO membership for 
the Balts will make 
Europe more secure for 
the reasons outlined 
above and for the sim-
ple fact that they are re-
sponsible Europeans, 
future members of the 
European Union, and in 
mind and spirit already 
members of the Trans-

atlantic community. The alterna-
tive to enlargement with a Baltic 
dimension would vindicate those 
negative forces seeking to re-
divide Europe into competing 
zones of influence and bring back 
the fears and terrors of the 20th 
century. JBANC believes it is time 
to move on to a better future, that 
of the 21st century.  
          
              ~~~~~~~ Algirdas Rimas  

Continued from page 3 
 
and the Baltics. They have also as-
sisted the Baltic countries in be-
coming integral partners in efforts 
at international cooperation and 
responsible members of the inter-
national community of nations.  
The Baltic countries are seeking 
further integration in the Transat-
lantic community. They are apply-
ing to join the European Union and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO). Baltic Americans 
and JBANC strongly support their 
goals. As the United States is a 
leading NATO member with a 
strong security interest in stability 
and democracy in Europe, we sup-
port the enlargement of NATO and 
urge the admission of the three 
Baltic countries into the Alliance. 
JBANC believes that Baltic mem-
bership in NATO will not only 
make the Baltics more secure and 
safeguard their sovereignty, but 
that it will make the United States 
safer, NATO stronger and all 
Europe more secure.  
NATO membership for the Balts 

will settle outdated notions that 
Europe may still be governed ac-
cording to spheres of influence 
where alliances of freely associat-
ing European democra-
cies are prevented from 
crossing arbitrary lines 
drawn by Russia. 
Enlarging NATO to 
cover all qualified 
countries that wish to 
join will bring stability 
to Europe and remove 
occasions for political 
and military miscalcu-
lations. An enlarged 
NATO will not threaten Russia but 
will make it safer by guaranteeing 
a stable frontier of law-abiding 
states. That new reality will make 
the United States also safer.  
NATO membership for the Balts 
will make NATO a stronger or-
ganization because the Baltic 
countries will be net contributors, 
not consumers of security. Each of 
the Baltic countries are motivated 
to increase their security spending 
to 2 percent of the respective 
GNP’s and to fulfill their NATO 

Senator Jesse Helms (R-NC), Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, was awarded the Baltic Democracy Award by JBANC in 
recognition of his outstanding contribution in Congress to peace, stabil-
ity and democracy in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.  The reward will be 
officially presented to him on April 26th, 2001 during a reception on 
Capitol Hill. The event is being sponsored by Senators Richard J. 
Durbin and Gordon Smith, on behalf of the Senate Baltic Freedom Cau-
cus, to celebrate the visit of Vaira Vike-Freiberga, the President of the 
Republic of Latvia.  The ceremony will also commemorate JBANC’s 
40th anniversary. 
                                               ~~~~~~~~~~JBANC Board of Directors 

Algirdas Rimas 
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 Helms honored with BALTIC DEMOCRACY AWARD 

   Senator Jesse Helms (R-NC)  Vaira Vike-Freiberga 



NATO Enlargement Daily Brief ban-
ner.  These updates are available at: 
http://expandnato.org/nedb.html. 
 

Congress/Administration/
Legislation 

In 2001, Sen. Gordon Smith 
(R-OR) agreed to co-chair 
Senate Baltic Freedom Cau-
cus, replacing Slade Gorton, 
who was narrowly defeated 
in his Senate re-election bid. 

Although both the Senate 
Baltic Freedom Caucus 
(the other co-chair is Sen. 
Richard Durbin) and the 

House Baltic Caucus, co-chaired by 
Representatives John Shimkus and 
Dennis Kucinich, both lost members 
in the November elections, prospects 
are excellent for increasing member-
ship in the coming crucial months. 
  
During the second session of the 106th 
Congress, JBANC helped in the draft-
ing process of two resolutions con-
gratulating Lithuania and Latvia on 
the 10th anniversary of their reestab-
lishment of independence from the 
USSR. A resolution commemorating 
the 60th anniversary of the United 
States’ Non-recognition Policy with 
regard to the takeover by the Soviet 
Union was introduced in June, 2000. 
 
JBANC also worked for the passage 
of a resolution on Cross-Border Co-
operation and Environmental Clean-
up – the so-called Northern Europe 
Initiative resolution. 
 
In the summer, there was great con-
sternation over the Bingaman and 
Waters amendments, which were in-
troduced in the Senate and House,  

 
Continued on Page 15 

Following JBANC’s Fourth Baltic 
Conference – “Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania: The Next Ten 
Years” (March 8-10, 2001), the 
Lithuanian American Council, Inc. 
assumed JBANC Presidency for 
2001-2002. Leadership of JBANC 
will pass to Estonian American Na-
tional Council, Inc. beginning March 
2002. 
In 2000-2001, JBANC’s activities can 
be divided into four major areas: 
NATO Enlargement and Grassroots 
development, Relations with Con-
gress and the Administration; 
Coaltion-building and the 2000 Elec-
tions  

 
NATO Enlargement, Grassroots  
 
JBANC springtime 2001 strategy in-
volves coordinating letter-writing 
campaigns to Congress and President, 
questionnaires, petition drive, in-
creased media focus, and coordination 
of visits to Congress, etc. 
 
Beginning in the spring of 2000, un-
der the initiative of the American Lat-
vian Association, a series of grass-
roots meetings were held – eventually 
reaching 16 locations in the Midwest 
and Northeast by the end of the year. 
The purpose of the visits was to help 
re-establish or call together existing 
local Baltic-American organizations 
and individuals to 
discuss the upcom-
ing NATO enlarge-
ment campaign and 
effective methods 
of educating Con-
gress and the Ad-
ministration on this 
issue. In conjunc-
tion with the visits 

on the road, JBANC took over publi-
cation of a NATO Enlargement hand-
book, which was distributed at the 
meetings and mailed to constituents. 
The NATO Handbook was updated in 
September and the internet ver-
sion, a “NATO e-book”, was 
published on JBANC’s website. 
Updates for the handbook are 
underway for 2001 and more 
grassroots visits are being 
planned for the coming year- 
with increased focus on Western 
and Southern states. 
 
JBANC is continuing to work 
with local organizations in promoting 
Baltic NATO resolutions in State leg-
islatures. Following the lead of the 
Minnesota state legislature in 1998, 
are Michigan in 2000 and Iowa in 
2001. There are similar efforts cur-
rently underway in the New York and 
Illinois. 
 
Within the framework of the Central 
and East European Coalition (CEEC), 
JBANC is helping to refocus a NATO 
enlargement working group, which 
will in turn reach out to local and 
other organizations. 
 
JBANC’s cooperation with the 
“expandNATO.org” website began in 
March 2000. The JBANC webpage 
was completely overhauled in August 

last year. There has 
been a steady in-
crease in the  number 
of visitors to the 
website, averaging 
about 50 visitors 
daily since then. In 
February 2001, de-
tailed NATO-related 
news also begins ap-
pearing under the 
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Karl Altau, Managing 
Director, JBANC  

JBANC  Board Meeting, March 8th, 2001  
Hyatt Regency Crystal City  



 
 
The Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc., representing more than a million Americans of Estonian, Latvian 

and Lithuanian descent, emphasizes that its top priority is to help Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania achieve membership in the 
NATO alliance in 2002. It is as essential to the security and independence of the three Baltic countries as it is in the vital interest 
of the United States. 

The security of the United States is indivisible from the security of Europe. A viable Euro-Atlantic community of de-
mocratic states and a Europe that is undivided and free should not exclude any European democracy. Therefore, NATO enlarge-
ment must continue expeditiously, with all applicants eligible to join.  

NATO’s "open door" policy must not remain declaratory. Since the first round of enlargement in 1998, expectations of 
a new round have been created that cannot be ignored. In fact, leaving the Baltic countries out of a new round will send a wrong 
and dangerous message to both the peoples of the three countries as well as Russia. It will create a power vacuum, a "gray zone," 
that will be an invitation to Russia to fill. 

NATO, and an American presence in NATO, is as essential to the Baltic countries as it is essential to all of Europe. It is 
also essential to the security of the United States. 

NATO and U.S. officials have reiterated that history and geography have no bearing on NATO membership and that 
each country has the right to decide its own security arrangements. Therefore, the process of integrating Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania into the West’s most important and effective security arrangement must continue at full speed.  

 
JBANC stresses that there is no turning back. Any backtracking from promises real or implied will inflict 
irreparable harm to the credibility of NATO as well as the United States. Exclusion of the Baltic countries 
from the world’s most viable security structure will create dangers that we may seriously regret.  

 
The Baltic region and central and eastern Europe have seen the dynamic growth of increasingly prosperous market 

economies. Most importantly, it is a community of states committed to democratic values, stability and security. Of those, Esto-
nia, Latvia and Lithuania stand out.  

The inclusion of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic has already demonstrated a stronger NATO and strengthened 
the political, economic, military and social structures of the new members. The Baltic countries derive strength from that and are 
as able to show their willingness and ability to enhance NATO’s military capabilities, as they have in numerous Partnership for 
Peace activities and keeping peace in Bosnia and Kosovo. They share the values of NATO members, defining their interests in a 
manner consistent with the North Atlantic Charter. 

JBANC believes that any slowdown of Baltic membership in NATO will encourage Russia’s still-prevalent imperial 
inclinations and vindicate its claims to a "red line" that includes former Soviet conquered territory. JBANC warns against any 
secret agreements that evoke memories of Yalta or any "oral understandings" that would harm Estonia’s, Latvia’s and Lithua-
nia’s independence in any way.  

JBANC believes that the inclusion of the Baltic countries in NATO will actually enhance Russia’s security of its West-
ern borders. NATO, as a defensive alliance, does not threaten Russia.  

With the collapse of the USSR, the line dividing Eastern and Western Europe has disappeared. We must avoid a new 
line: that of NATO members and non-members. This will create new dangers, rather than solutions. 

Both recent and long-term history shows that uncertainties and divisions in Europe can be dangerously destabilizing. 
Indeed, the divisions have drawn the U.S. into two World Wars and seriously contributed to the Cold War. It is historically accu-
rate to state that countries excluded from a collective security arrangement create power vacuums that destabilize security and 
therefore, will be inherently dangerous to the national interest of the U.S.  

It is in America’s political and economic interest to be firmly committed to the goal of promoting Europe that is undi-
vided, free and secure. This arrangement will actually prevent American soldiers from dying in Europe again. It can only be 
achieved through United States involvement in Europe and collective security through NATO. 
JBANC firmly believes that Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania must be invited to become NATO members expeditiously, during the 
next NATO Summit in Prague in 2002. It will guarantee a Europe whole and free, as it will guarantee a peaceful democratic 
Euro-Atlantic Community that includes the United States 

JBANC STATEMENT OF POLICY 2001- 2002 
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Politically, the U.S. has supplied both 
perspective and motivation to the Bal-
tics. To remove this support now 
would be a mistake, and undermine 

future security efforts.  
Strategically, NATO mem-
bership would serve as a 
deterrent and remove Rus-
sian temptation.  Russia 
will change its attitudes 
when the facts are on the 
ground, not before; Po-
land’s entry into NATO is 

an example of this. We are coming to 
the crucial phase when we need to 
double our efforts. It will require the 
U.S. President to lead.  
 
 
Maris Riekstins, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Latvia, discussed that 
NATO has been instrumental in pre-
serving peace and security in Europe, 
and that the majority of Latvians sup-
port NATO membership.  He dis-
cussed Latvia’s progress towards 
membership, including reaching the 
goal of 2% of GDP defense spending  
in 2003. Latvia is also investing in its 
people with Western style military 
education. Defense strategy is in line 
with NATO principles and NATO in-
teroperable communication systems 
are in use. NATO interoperable units 
are already functional in peacekeeping 
efforts, and inter-baltic cooperation is 
evident by participation in institutions 
such as BaltBat.  Latvia has common 
values with NATO nations and is fully 
committed to do all that is necessary 
for membership. 

 ~~~~~~~Lya Karm        

Ambassador Keith Smith, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Lithuania, discussed 
Russian attitudes regarding NATO 
enlargement and the Baltic countries.  
Russia, under the direction of Presi-
dent Putin, will continue to put both 
political and economic pressure 
on the Baltics regarding their desire to 
join NATO. There is some concern 
that Russia believes there should be a 
political and economic price to pay for 
the Baltics entering NATO, to the Bal-
tics as well as to their allies. While 
support for NATO 
entry is strong in the 
Nordic countries it is 
not as strong in other 
European nations and 
Russia will use this 
to their advantage.  Russia has not yet 
accepted the Baltics into NATO ques-
tion. The Northern European Initiative 
has failed to improve Russian attitudes 
in this regard, as it was hoped it 
would. While some believe the efforts 
of the Baltics to join NATO is drain-
ing energy from their quest to join the 
European Union, Ambassador Smith 
does not agree.  Now is the time to 
keep up the pressure regarding NATO 
membership. 
 
 
Bruce Jackson, President, U.S. Com-
mittee on NATO, dis-
cussed the issue of 
enlargement in the 
context of the Euro-
Atlantic Agenda, and 
how it fits into other 
Security issues in 
Europe. In 1989 the 
foundation of the new 
Europe had not yet 
been established. 
Since then, it is clear 

that the new European community 
does indeed include the Baltics as well 
as Southeastern Europe. A Europe 
“whole and free” will need to include 
these dimensions. Al-
though some view Russia 
as belonging to the Euro-
pean community others 
see their interest as being 
only imperialistic. The ar-
gument for Baltic inclu-
sion in NATO is both his-
toric and moral. Goals for 

the short term 
include assuring 
that all are aware 
of the success of 
the first round of 
enlargement. The 

coinciding security issues in Europe at 
this time are NATO enlargement, The 
European Union, Russia as it relates to 
the New Europe , the Southeastern 
Europe question and the National Mis-
sile Defense debate. 
 
Ron Asmus, Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, discussed that 10 years ago U.S. 
strategy on the Baltics was in part 
about being protector to these nations. 
But now The Baltics are viewed as the 
most impressive of the post- Soviet 
Era success stories. Actions should 
now be aimed not at getting the Bal-

tics ready for NATO 
but at getting the Bal-
tics into NATO. There 
is a moral, political 
and strategic case for 
the Baltics to join 
NATO.  While the 
Baltics were discrimi-
nated against in the 
past, they should not 
be discriminated 
against in the future. 

Summary of the 2001 JBANC Conference Panel “Security and 
Stability Within the NATO Framework” by Lya Karm 

“Russia, under the direction of President 
Putin, will continue to put both political 
and economic pressure on the Baltics 
regarding their desire to join NATO”.    
 
                   ~~~~Ambassador Keith Smith 
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Report on JBANC Activities 2000-2001 

welcomed new contacts from those 
present to expand further their activies. 
 
Jens Eikaas, Minister, Embassy of 

Norway, discussed the 
numerous programs that 
Norway has underway in the 
Baltic States. Several major 
health support programs show 
particular promise, and he sees 
a number of additional ones in 
the future.  Economic and 
defense issues are also quite 
important to Norway, and their 

activity both in and 
benefitting the Baltic States 
is continually increasing.  

 
~~~~~~Janis Gramatins 

Alvydas Medalinskas, Chairman of 
Foreign Relations Committee, Lithuanian 
Parliament: 
Mr Medalinskas discussed current 
regional activities that Lithuania is 
involved. These include defense 
cooperation with Poland, the 
Scandinavian countries and others as they 
prepare to enter NATO. Other activities 
they are involved with are economic ties 
and agreements with a number of 
countries, not the least of which are the 
other two Baltic countries. He painted a 
positive picture of future cooperation 
between the Baltic States and Europe. 
 
H.E. Martin Butora, Embassy of 
Slovakia, actively discussed the activities 
his government has been involved in, as 
well as contacts and relations with the 
Baltic States.  Slovakia has been involved 

with the  Visegrad group, made up of 
Slovakia, Czech Republik, Poland and 
Hungary. This framework operates to 
coordinate defense, economic, health care 
and other common interests.  
Mr Butora discussed 
relations with the Baltic 
States, and was quite 
positive on expanded 
relations and cooperation in 
the future. 
 
Conrad Tribble, Northern 
Europe Initiative 
Coordinator, U.S. State 
Department, discussed the 
programs that NEI supports.  
These include social and economic 
development programs supporting various 
intergovernmental efforts.  He briefly 
described their activities to date and 

assistance matters. In addition, the 
CEEC demonstrated actively against 
cuts in International Broadcasting, 
namely at the Voice of America. This 

battle is 
not yet 
over, and 
it is 
hoped the 
new Ad-

ministration and Congress can work 
to rectify damage already done.  
A meeting with members of the new 
National Security Council, including 
Dan Fried, the new director of the 
Europe-Eurasia bureau was held in 
February, 2001. Prior to the 2000 
election, the CEEC was able to meet  

Continued on Page 16 

Continued from Page 12 
 
respectively, during work on Foreign  
Operations Appropriations legislation. 
A very successful coast-to-coast let-
ter-writing campaign was initiated, 
involving encouraging numbers of 
Baltic-Americans. Both amendments 
were eventually defeated, and full 
funding for Foreign Military Financ-
ing and International Military Educa-
tion and Training 
restored, with no 
added stipulations 
affecting potential 
Baltic membership 
in NATO. The 
hard work of Bal-
tic-Americans dur-
ing the 106th Con-
gress will hope-
fully heighten 

awareness and vigilance during the 
current 107th Congress.   

Coalition-building  
Along with its three parent organiza-
tions, JBANC is a member 
of the Central and East 
European Coalition (CEEC), 
an umbrella organization 
representing 18 different na-
tional groups. The heritages 
represented account for over 

20 million 
Americans. 
The CEEC held regu-
lar meetings with the 
Administration and 
Congress over issues 
dealing primarily 
with U.S. security 
interests, most nota-
bly NATO enlarge-
ment, and foreign 

Summary of the 2001 JBANC Conference Panel “Regional 
Cooperation: Achievement and Prospects” by Janis Gramatins 

 In 2000-2001, JBANC’s activities 
can be divided into four major 
areas: NATO Enlargement and 
Grassroots development, 
Relations with Congress and the 
Administration; Coalition-
building and the 2000 Elections  

Janis Gramatins, JBANC 

L-R: Patricia Streeter, Saulius Kuprys (President, 
JBANC) Algis Rimas(Chairman, JBANC) and 

Algimantas Gecys 
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• JBANC promoted informational 
meetings between Baltic-
American organizations and the 

embassies of Estonia, Lat-
via and Lithuania (May 
and October, 2000 and 
April, 2001);  
• Met with U.S. Lithua-
nian ambassador-designate 
John Tefft and swearing-in 
ceremony (July)  
• AABS conference - 
Karl Altau presents paper 
on Baltic lobbying effort 
(June) 

• Meeting between Sandy Berger/
NSC officials and Baltic-
Americans and Congressional re-
ception with President of Estonia 
Lennart Meri,  both organized by 
the Baltic American Freedom 
League (June) 

• Campaign to Preserve U.S. 
Global Leadership Lobby Day. 
JBANC is a member organization 
of the Campaign, which supports 
funding a strong Foreign Affairs 
Budget. During the May Lobby 
Day, over 200 activists made ap-
proximately 70 congressional vis-
its;  

• Siim Läänelaid was JBANC’s 
summer intern for 2000;  

• JBANC hired a second full-time 
employee, Simonas Girdzi-
jauskas, beginning January, 2001. 

               
 

 ~~~~~~~~Karl Altau               
Managing Director, JBANC 

Continued from Page 15 
 
with both Al Gore’s NSC advisor 
Leon Fuerth (October) and leading 
Republican strategists, including Sen. 
Mitch McConnell, Paul Wolfowitz, 
Robert Zoellick and Stephen Hadley 
(July).  
 
The CEEC is currently meeting with 
staff members of House Caucuses 
which focus on the region – the Bal-
tics, Armenia, Romania, Ukraine and 
Central Europe. 
 

Elections 2000  
Leading up to the November elec-
tions, JBANC prepared by sending 
out presidential questionnaires in Feb-
ruary. JBANC Managing Director 
Karl Altau met with the Republican 
National Committee Platform com-
mittee, including Chairman Jim 
Nicholson and Sen. Bill Frist, at a 
breakfast in June. In July, Altau testi-
fied before the Democratic National 
Committee Platform Drafting com-
mittee in St. Louis, an event covered 
live by C-Span.  
 
JBANC sent letters to Presidential de-
bate moderators prior to the debates in 
October. Members of JBANC partici-
pated in conference calls with high-
level campaign officials from both 
Republican and Democratic parties on 
four occasions in October and No-
vember. 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
JBANC is currently 
preparing for it’s 
40th anniversary re-
ception (April 26, 
2001), being held 

in conjunction with the 50th anniver-
sary Congress of the American Lat-
vian Association and the visit of Lat-
vian President Vaira Vike-
Freiberga to the Nation’s 
Capital. 
 
JBANC continues to be in 
contact with the Maryland 
National Guard, which 
has been instrumental in 
promoting increased ties 
between the State of 
Maryland and the Repub-
lic of Estonia. JBANC 
also supports efforts to increase coop-
eration with the States of Michigan 
and Pennsylvania and their respective 
National Guards and the programs 
they have with Latvia and Lithuania.  
 
JBANC has also tracked the Forced/
Slave Labor and German compensa-
tion issue and most recently partici-
pated in a February Congressional 
briefing by the International Organi-
zation on Migration (IOM), the cen-
tral organization responsible for infor-
mation and collecting applications. 
 
JBANC was also in regular contact 
with the Baltic Assembly and its se-
cretariat in Riga.  
 
JBANC also participated in the 
following events and meetings:  

• Victims of Communism Memo-
rial Foundation annual dinner 
(November);  
• 2000 Conference on Central 
and Eastern Europe organized 
by the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions (October); 
• Met with State Dept./
Nordic and Baltic Affairs offi-
cials (May and October); 
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Karl Altau presenting JBANC mug 
to Priit Pallum, Estonian Deputy 

Undersecretary on Foreign 
Economic Policy, CEEBIC seminar, 

March 8th, 2001  

(L-R) Algis Rimas, Janis Gramatins,       
Lya Karm and Bernice Aviza 



a major factor in shaping the relationship 

between them and co-operation within a 

larger transatlantic community. Both or-

ganizations have their own requirements 

for membership and different internal deci-

sion – making process, yet enlargement of 

both requires continued and strong political 

commitment of their member states as well 

as the candidate countries. As a representa-

tive of Latvia I am delighted to note an 

overwhelming understanding of the impor-

tance of the Baltic dimension of the next 

enlargement of NATO, and my country is 

doing its best to meet he necessary mem-

bership obligations, facilitated by the MAP 

process.   

Finally, I would like to address a question, 

which is so often posed by the debates here 

in Washington, namely, about the future 

progress of those who may not be the first 

to join the EU, especially, in case NATO 

delays its decision in 2002. Let me stress 

that Latvia does not see this as a logical or 

realistic outcome, and that we are confident 

in the success of both. It clear, that opin-

ions of Central and Eastern Europeans may 

differ on this issue.  As far as my country is 

concerned - if we are indeed made to face 

such a hypothetical situation, I do not see it 

as threatening the progress that our country 

has made.  I wish to make myself clear -we 

would certainly see a continuation as an 

encouragement for us.  Yet, I rather believe 

that it would not so much be a setback for 

aspirants than an impediment to the proc-

ess itself, resulting in a loss of momentum 

for achieving what is in the common inter-

ests for everyone concerned with the future 

of the transatlantic community.  

(Continued from page 7) 

Ukraine, in sharing our sub-regional co-

operation experience (Baltic co-operation), 

and promoting expert training in the areas 

that would enhance their performance to-

wards implementing market oriented and 

democratic reforms.  

Latvia clearly acts with an understanding 

that our border for a foreseeable future will 

be part of the Eastern border of the Union. 

I would characterize this border as a border 

of opportunities that extends its outreach to 

everyone willing to make use of the 

chances provided – be it the travel of peo-

ple, economic initiatives or duties in the 

framework of the EU third pillar. In this 

context, raising the standards and setting 

clear rules of the game is an all – European 

interest, regardless of organizational af-

filiation. Membership of the Baltic States 

in the EU will provide new prospects for 

sub-regional initiatives and cross border 

co-operation in the North European region, 

which, as we all know, has a strong transat-

lantic dimension. It would provide the 

neighboring Russia opportunities for build-

ing a closer link with the Union through 

economic co-operation, while simultane-

ously and collectively addressing its own 

sources of instability. In a short term it may 

seem to be more productive to look at 

reaching tangible goals of common con-

cern. Latvia firmly supports efforts of in-

volving Russia in common European ac-

tivities, but let me note that one should be 

considerate and match expectations with 

reality. The principles of such involvement 

are equally important as well. It is common 

European interest that Russia, once it com-

mits itself to a European oriented develop-

ment, is encouraged to act as an equal 

European partner and not as a self-

indulgent power that just has to be taken 

for what it is.  

Latvia has been putting considerable ef-

forts in projecting stability to our immedi-

ate neighborhood as seen by the examples 

of our co-operation with the Northwestern 

areas of Russia, particularly, the Pskov re-

gion.  

Mr. Chairman,  

Let me say a few words about the comple-

mentary nature of NATO and the EU 

enlargement. Latvia is, what sometimes is 

referred to, a  “prudent European”. We 

want to see Europe increasingly confident, 

effective and capable for action and have 

been pursuing corresponding policies.  Lat-

via is also a firm believer in the overall 

transatlantic interests and values. This is a 

fact that is determined by our historic ex-

perience and the lessons we have learned. 

We see these policies as mutually reinforc-

ing and beneficial.  I am pleased to note 

that today on both sides of the Atlantic 

there is a renewed sense of necessity for 

strengthening the Euro-Atlantic partner-

ship, despite the politics around the topical 

defense related issues. It has also mani-

fested itself in the approach to enlargement 

of the European Union as the one that, to-

gether with the enlargement of NATO, will 

provide for achieving the goal of Europe 

whole and free. The two processes remain 

as the two pillars that will not only deter-

mine the future of each of the two organi-

zations, but more importantly, they will be 
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Why not?  Because even in this 
post-Cold War era, American pres-

ence remains 
essential on 
the airwaves 
and informa-
tion outlets of 
the world.  
The European 

services have been gradually taken 
off the air to be replaced, if at all, 
by the “new tools” of the internet 
and television.  The only problem 
is, that internet is only minimally 
accessible, depending on owner-
ship of expensive computers.  And 
television, as we all know, deals 
with “soundbites” that may or may 
not convey anything beyond bare-
bone news.  Radio, however, has 
not disappeared.  It is omnipresent, 
ready to provide information 
throughout the day in whatever 
language.  That is what is being 
wantonly destroyed.   
JBANC and the Central and East 
European Coalition strongly be-
lieve=that the Voice of America re-
mains an essential tool of Ameri-
can foreign policy.  It remains a 
conduit of American values and 
interests to areas that are important 
to the U.S.  America is a guide to 
their struggle to establish strong 
democracies.  
Therefore, VOA must remain 
strong and viable.  Anything less 
will harm U.S. national interests. 

 
~~~~Vello Ederma   

As the great majority of Baltic 
Americans and Americans of East 
European descent have known for 
decades, the Voice of America ra-
dio station broadcast factual infor-
mation to countless listeners be-
hind the Iron Curtain.  To put it 
simply, its weapon was the truth.   
The station went on the air in 
1942.  The announcer’s first words 
were: “The news may be good or 
bad.  We will tell you the truth.” 
The famed correspondent, Edward 
R. Murrow, when he was President 
Kennedy’s Director of the U.S. In-
formation Agency, the parent 
agency of VOA, used these im-
mortal words before a Congres-
sional committee: “To be persua-
sive, we must be believable; to be 
believable, we must be credible; to 
be credible, we must be truthful.”   
The other U.S. international ra-
dios, Radio Free 
Europe and Ra-
dio Liberty, had 
a different role.  
They were sur-
rogate radios, 
playing the role 
of free stations 
in countries 
where information was not free.  
The VOA, on the other hand, con-
centrated on information about the 
U.S., its policies and the values 
and life of the American people.  
While the role of RFE/RL has 
changed, the role of VOA has not.   
About two years ago, the USIA 
was merged into the State Depart-

ment, in the opinion of this writer 
undermining public diplomacy 
functions.  To 
explain, tradi-
tional diplo-
macy has al-
ways meant 
relations be-
tween govern-
ments.  Public diplomacy has di-
rected its efforts toward the people 
at large, the media and nongovern-
mental institutions.  This is espe-
cially important in this information 
and internet age.  The world has 
become a village.  Village  mayors 
are no longer all powerful, able to 
keep or manipulate information in 
the era of human rights.  
With the USIA merger, VOA be-
came a separate entity, under the 
direction of a politically appointed 
Board of Broadcasting Governors.  

The BBG claims 
to be independent, 
even though all of 
them, as well as 
VOA employees, 
are paid with U.S. 
taxpayers’ money.   
If the BBG and 
the now-departing 

Clinton-era VOA director adhered 
to the simple reasons for VOA’s 
existence, there would be no prob-
lem.  But they have embarked on a 
path of destruction of VOA in gen-
eral and the European language 
services in particular, viewing 
VOA as if it is a commercial enter-
prise.  It is not.   

THE VOICE OF AMERICA IN DANGER 

 
“...they have embarked on a path 
of destruction of VOA in general 
and the European language 
services in particular…” 
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On April 5, seventeen U.S. Senators sent a letter to President George W. Bush advocating further NATO enlargement  
by asking him to invite more qualified European democracies to join the Alliance at the Prague Summit in 2002. 
 
Following is the full text of the letter. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
April 5, 2001 
 
The Honorable George W. Bush 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
No foreign policy priority is more important than fulfilling the vision of a Europe whole and free. This goal has served as a reliable guide 
for U.S. policy for well over fifty years. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union over a 
decade ago, the cornerstone of our policy has been the premise that the extension of the NATO Alliance to new democracies of Europe is 
fundamental to the strategic and moral objectives of the United States. 
 
We note that during the 2000 Presidential campaign, you promised that you “will lead our European allies to advance the process of NATO 
enlargement at the next Alliance summit in 2002.” We applaud this statement and urge you to make NATO enlargement an early priority of 
your Administration. We agree that the United States must work to ensure that NATO invites qualified European democracies to begin ac-
cession negotiations at the 2002 Summit in Prague. 
 
After the fall of the Berlin Wall, it was a bipartisan initiative in the Senate that led the effort to bring Poland, Hungary and the Czech Re-
public into NATO. As members of NATO, Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic have strengthened the Alliance and expanded the zone 
of peace and stability in Europe. 
 
It is in America’s strategic interest that the process of NATO enlargement continue. The integration of Europe’s new democracies into the 
Alliance would pave the way for a truly constructive and stable relationship with Russia. It 
would eliminate a major source of potential danger in European affairs. A Europe that is whole, free and secure would be a Europe inher-
ently less inward looking and more capable and willing to serve as a strong partner of the United States in addressing global challenges and 
opportunities. 
 
Continuing the process of NATO enlargement will require strong and effective leadership on the part of the United States. We are confident 
that your Administration will provide that leadership. 
 
                                                                                                         Sincerely, 

 17 U.S. SENATORS URGE PRESIDENT BUSH TO CONTINUE 
NATO ENLARGEMENT 
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April 10, 2001 
JBANC ACTION ALERT 
contact: Karl Altau 
tel. 301-340-1954  
 
Washington, DC (JBANC) – The Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc. (JBANC) is intensifying its campaign 
to inform the Administration and Congress about the importance of including Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in the next 
round of NATO enlargement. JBANC is addressing the issue through letters, petitions and visits to Congressional 
offices. 
 
President Bush is expected to make a more pronounced statement on NATO enlargement in the coming months, so it 
is important to contact him as soon as possible. Letters can also be sent the Vice-President Dick Cheney and 
Secretary of State Colin Powell (The Honorable Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State, 2201 C. Street, 
Washington, D.C. 20520). 
 
In addition, a petition is posted at: http://jbanc.org/petition.html (also, see page 22) 
Copies of letters and petitions can be requested from JBANC. 
 
The Honorable George W. Bush 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
(letter 1) Dear Mr. President: 
 
I am an American of (Estonian, Latvian or Lithuanian) descent and I write to let you know how important it is for me to 
see my ancestral country (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania) be invited to join NATO. During your Presidential campaign you 
indicated that you would support taking up NATO enlargement at the next NATO Summit meeting in 2002. I trust you 
will do so. The enlargement of NATO is in the interest of the United States in securing Trans-Atlantic peace and 
stability. 
 
Hopefully, the U.S. will lead its NATO allies at the next NATO Summit in inviting all qualified applicants to become 
members. I especially urge that the Baltic countries be invited. They made great progress since regaining their 
independence and they can contribute significantly to the Alliance 
 
(letter 2) Dear Mr. President: 
 
I urge you to take a leadership role in enlarging NATO and inviting the Baltic countries to become members. Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania are working democracies with free market economies and the rule of law. They are also doing all 
they can to meet the established standards of NATO membership and they can be expected to contribute their fair 
share of resources to the Alliance. The enlargement of NATO is in the interest of the United States in securing peace 
and stability. 
 
(letter 3) Dear Mr. President: 
 
Please support the enlargement of NATO and lead our NATO allies in inviting at the next NATO Summit meeting all 
qualified aspirants to become members. The Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are prepared to join and 
should be invited. Please do not permit Russian objections to result in the Baltics being denied NATO membership. 
 

ASK PRESIDENT BUSH TO SUPPORT NATO ENLARGEMENT 
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not the U.S.  He said Balts living in 
Europe and the three governments 
must make extra efforts to counter 
Russian anti-Baltic propaganda 
there. 

 
He said the Baltic 
Americans did what was 
right and have a lot of 
friends in the media and 
in American poli-
tics.  But he cautioned 
that the Balts in the U.S. 

and the Baltic governments are in a 
deadly serious competition.  Do not 
assume, he said, that you can depend 
in being right again.  He said Balts 
must be more clever, more sophisti-
cated and more attentive now.  Mr. 
Goble asserted that the tide of his-
tory in Eastern Europe is not neces-
sarily on our side anymore.   
 
He quoted Stalin as having said that 
class struggle will become most in-
tense when it is almost at its 
end.  He said that is why most effort 
to prevent the Baltics from joining 
NATO will be put on the table over 
the next nine months.   
 
Nevertheless, Mr. Goble, a longtime 
scholar and expert on Russia, pre-
dicted that he will look forward to 
attending the installation of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania as NATO 
members. 
 
                     ~~~~~~Vello Ederma 

The panel on “A View of the Bal-
tics - the Media” included  Helle 
Bering, the editorial page editor of 
the Washington Times; Gintas 
Alksninis, Washington correspon-
dent of the Lithuanian daily, Lietu-
vos Rytas; and Paul Goble, Director 
of Communications for RFE/RL. 
 
Ms. Bering said coverage of the Bal-
tic countries has increased across the 
U.S., especially because of the ap-
proaching NATO summit next year, 
when the second round of enlarge-
ment will be decided.  Mr. Alksninis 
described the Lithuanian media and 
how he covers the news from the  
U.S. 
 
Perhaps the big news item of the 
panel day was dropped by Paul 
Goble.  He said that Russia’s Presi-
dent Putin had asked the Duma for 
50-100 million dollars for a propa-
ganda effort over the next few 
months in the American media to 
refine how Americans see Russia 
and fight NATO enlargement.  The 
latter, of course, in Mr. Goble’s 
opinion, would be directed to black-
ening the reputations of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania.  This, because 
these countries are the most dis-
cussed as possible new members of 
NATO. Despite the smear cam-
paign, Mr. Goble predicted that the 
three countries will get into NATO 
in 3-4 years.     
         
Mr. Goble said that a decade ago, 
the Russians were expected to lie, 

but they are believed more now, 
even though the lies may con-
tinue.  He asserted that countries that 
were strong once, but became weak, 
can be most dangerous.  He said the 
mudslinging from Mos-
cow, via bribing low-
paid reporters, could be-
gin with the Estonian 
presidential elections in 
the fall.  He said the 
more damage that can be 
done to Baltic reputa-
tions, the easier it will be to con-
vince Washington and European 
NATO capitals not to accept them in 
NATO.  
 
He said the “game” for Moscow is 
not whether the Baltics will get into 
NATO, but whether NATO will 
play the same role as now in linking 
the U.S. to Europe.  He said Russia 
will accept the three countries in 
NATO if the cost is that NATO no 
longer has the same meaning it has 
had.  He said that is what the Rus-
sian media campaign to blacken Bal-
tic reputations is going to be about.   
 
Mr. Goble urged Baltic Americans 
to be alert to what looks like Russian 
mudslinging and do what they did 
during the Soviet occupation - write 
letters to straighten out the edi-
tors.  But he cautioned to do it care-
fully and factually, without emo-
tion.  Because, he said, emotion can 
be turned against you.  But he also 
said that the main battleground for 
NATO enlargement will be Europe, 
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The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
 
 Since it has been established that the enlargement of NATO is in the interest of the United States in securing peace and stability; and 
since the United States has consistently supported the enlargement of NATO as a national policy and has supported the quest of the 
aspiring nations that have signed a joint resolution in Vilnius May 2000 to that effect; 

 
Therefore, we now urge you, Mr. President, to activate the above stated policy of these United States and invite such aspiring nations 
to NATO membership and that the Baltic nations of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania be included in such invitation at the NATO summit 
in 2002.    

 Americans for NATO Enlargement 
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Name 

 
Address 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Return to: JBANC,  
400 Hurley Av., Rockville, MD, 20850 

Please feel free to distribute this petition to other individuals or organizations. The return 
address can be changed if needed, to facilitate widest possible response. 
 
Please return all completed petitions to JBANC by June 1. The petitions will be presented to 
President Bush at this time, prior to his European trip. 



ExpandNATO.org, is monitoring the 
NATO enlargement debate and has 
helped launch a new information 
product - NATO Enlargement Daily 
Brief (NEDB). It is a collection of 
world press articles, news reports, 
press releases, and transcripts. 
Based on keyword searches of Inter-
net news sources, 
as well as contri-
butions from list 
members, it is a 
useful tool for 
professionals in-
terested in NATO 
enlargement and 
related issues.  
NEDB can be delivered free of 
charge into your mailbox.  
To subscribe send a blank email to 

nato-subscribe@topica.com or visit: 
http://www.expandNATO.org/nedb.html 
 
Rojs Dauburs 
Editor 

expandNATO.org 

NATO Enlargement Daily 
Brief 

Rojs Dauburs at work 
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State Baltic Resolution Discussed with Virginia Gubernatorial Candidate 

The Joint Baltic American National Commitee, Inc.(JBANC) was founded in 1961 to support 
restoration of independence, human rights and democracy to the Baltic Countries by uniting the 
efforts of the  Estonian American National Council, Inc., the American Latvian Association, Inc. 
and the Lithuanian American Council, Inc.  
 
Today, JBANC has adapted to the changing needs of the Baltic peoples and the Baltic communities 
in the United States. JBANC acts in a dual capacity as the liaison of the Baltic communities with 
Capitol Hill and the White House as well as the information agent to the parent organizations. 
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Karl Altau of JBANC meets with Mark Warner (left) Virginia’s likely Democratic gubernatorial candidate, and Ed Breithaupt 
(right) of  Waynesboro, father-in-law of Virginia Attorney General Mark Earley, Warner’s possible Republican opponent in the 

fall election. With Warner, Altau discussed introducing Baltic NATO enlargement resolutions in the Virginia legislature and 
JBANC’s recent conference held in Northern Virginia. Warner was stumping in the Shenandoah Valley on March 13.  

 
Photo By Kevin Blackburn, the News-Virginian (Waynesboro, Virginia) 
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